
Important Information About 
Pneumonia Vaccination 

and the H1N1Swine Flu Pandemic
Pneumococcal infection causes an estimated 40,000 deaths annually in the United States, 
accounting for more deaths than any other vaccine preventable bacterial disease.
�� Approximately half of these deaths potentially could be prevented through the use of the vaccine.
�� The highest mortality occurs among the elderly and patients with underlying medical conditions.
�� � Despite intensive medical care, the overall fatality rate for pneumococcal bacteremia in elderly   
 patients is 30-40%.

The Novel H1N1 swine fl u pandemic has spread across the planet at record speed.
�� � The H1N1 virus often produces pneumonia in its victims – and this is how the swine fl u kills.
�� � About 30% of swine fl u related pneumonias are caused by Streptococcus pneumoniae.
�� � At least a third of fl u-related pneumonia deaths could be prevented by pneumococcal vaccination.

According to the CDC, there are at least 70 million Americans in groups which the CDC 
recommends receive the pneumococcal vaccine. These include:
�� � All people over the age of 65, about 15 million
�� � About 22 million people ages 2-64 with chronic underlying conditions such as diabetes 
 and heart disease
�� � About 3.5 million with asthma
�� About 30 million smokers

With school starting up well before a vaccine for the pandemic H1N1 infl uenza virus will be 
available, there will be little that can slow the spread of the virus in the next few months. 

With seasonal infl uenza immunizations beginning in September, it will be important to be sure 
that at-risk patients also receive the pneumococcal vaccine to prevent unnecessary complications 
from either infl uenza virus.
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